
Homily Notes for Sunday, March 6, 2022, 1st of Lent, C 
Readings: Jeremiah 17:5-8,  Psalm 1,  1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20,  Luke 6:17, 20-26. 

 

Lent and Life 

1. "By our gracious gift each year, your faithful await the sacred paschal feasts with the joy of 
minds made pure" (Preface of Lent 1).  We want to be joyful because we have been cleaned up. The 
purpose of Lent is succinctly expressed by this preface.  Baptism initiates us into the eternal life Christ 
gives us.  We need to restore the holiness and purity given us in baptism for we are sons and 
daughters of God and are members of the Church, the People of Life. 

2. The life choices of the baptized are therefore to be shaped by our new identity (see Rom 6:6; 
Eph. 4:17-24).  Lenten repentance is necessary so that God's people may, indeed arrive at Easter “with 
the joy of minds made pure”. They are called to see their sins more clearly.  Hence baptism is known 
as "illumination." 

3. Anyone who makes the Lenten journey is called to be more alert to the attacks on human life 
and dignity around them.  The people of life are called to reject sin and all the devil's works and 
empty promises (Renewal of Baptismal Promises, Easter Liturgy).  This year this preparation is more 
important because of the moral chaos withing the Christian community as well as the threat to us, 
through “The Great Reset.”  

4. What is at stake is the existence of our western, Christian values. We dare not let them be stolen 
away while we sleep or are distracted. William Brooks has a very profound article laying this out in 
the Feb.23-Mar 1, 2022, Epoch Times, Opinion Section. This is a war of our traditional values over 
against Marxist “constructivism”. It is godless secular, communist thought over against our 
traditional western values. 
 

Scripture lessons:  
5. The first reading describes the ancient Jewish ritual of presenting the first fruits and gifts to God, 
to thank Him for liberating His people from Egypt and for strengthening them during the years of 
their trials and temptations in the desert. We should do it now to make it clear that He is first in our 
lives and we are grateful to Him for our salvation. 
It is significant that the first reading this year deals with offerings and money. This is a First 
Commandment issue. It is also a way to help us grow in godly priorities and self-control. I see many 
failures of self-control among God’s people. How about the use of pornography, promiscuous, 
sexualized dating, inability to stick with the promises of marriage? At the first level, along with the 
spiritual discipline of tithing, this should guide us in our budgeting and giving which in turn should 
show our commitment to God and develop our self-denial and self-discipline. Example of first fruit in 
Chicago. 

Poor immigrants were brought in from Eastern Europe. They were sponsored by a church for 
six months. By the end of that time, they were self-supporting and basically independent. One 
worker told me how the man, head of the household, after receiving his check for the first 
week of work, brought the entire check to the church as a “first-fruits” offering. This is the 
success and maturity that our Christian values produce! 

 

6. This “first-fruits” offering could be for each of us a special offering (not tithing) of the value of 
the first hour of the work week and it could help us more up to tithing. A pastor friend of mine 
once told this to a lawyer. The lawyer, shocked, said, “I make $500 an hour. I have never given $500 
to the church at any one time. 
 



7. Is the first fruit the same as the tithe? The difference between tithe and first-fruits is that a tithe is 
a ten per cent offering, expected by God from the people God, but first-fruits are a celebration where 
a person offers the best of their first harvest to God out of gratitude. 

8. First fruit is the giving of a person’s first substance to God, according to Romans 11:16. Payment 
of first fruit is not compulsory but voluntary. Those who want special blessings in their work, 
business and career are encouraged to pay. It is biblical and failure to pay may lead to low increase. 
  

9. In the second reading, St. Paul warns the early Christians converted from Judaism against their 
constant temptation to return to the observances of the Mosaic Laws. He reminds them that they will 
be saved only by acknowledging the risen Jesus as Lord and Savior. This means that we must be 
training ourselves for the right game and the right rules. 

 
   

10. In the Gospels: The graphic temptations of Jesus described by Matthew and Luke in their Gospels 
represent and anticipate the temptations that Jesus would experience throughout his public life. It is 
the Holy Spirit that led (drove) Jesus into the wilderness for this time of preparation. But it is also the 
Devil who tries to divert Jesus from his mission (CCC 394). Note that every time Jesus responds with 
Scripture, “It is written.” The first temptation was for bread. Very similar to money for sustenance. 
Maybe that is why we have the first reading. Our first reading dealt with an offering, either of 
produce or money representing that first produce. 
 

11. Do you think that if we took up serious giving, first fruits and tithing, that we might have more 
self-control in use of spending, saving and credit cards and more discipline? 
Could our self-control, brought about by our disciplined giving, affect other areas of our lives? Like 
marriage and sexuality, like hard work, productive values, stability of marriage, and the ability to 
sacrifice what we want for what is needed. See Ash Wednesday homily on the importance of being 
willing to suffer. 
 

12. Invitation to a “Keystone” penance. From Fr. Mike Schmitz – very good on YouTube. This would 
be a penance chosen to attack and change an important problem in our lives. It should help to change 
both the bad behavior we have and help to change our attitude about the issue to be more correct. 
This might be something that you might bring to confession every week of Lent! See Acts 26:20 for 
three elements of repentance. On some issues we need constant coaching. 
 

9. I invite you to use this Lent for real productive growth. Perhaps this involves our use of and 
giving of money and possessions. Perhaps, that is why that first reading was chosen. Money is a great 
training ground for holiness and self-control. What is your key area to work on? 
 
10. Practical application questions: 

What aspect of my life and should I offer up at the offertory? 
What have I learned from this message to help make me the better-version-of-myself that God 
wants? 

 
 
 

 

 

 


